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July 25, 2011 
 
 
Mr. Douglas Bosco, Chairman 
California Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 
Oakland, CA  94612 
 
RE:   Support of the Grant Proposal by the Port of San Diego for the Renovation of a Commercial 

Fishing Offloading Facility at Driscoll’s Wharf  
 
Dear Chairman Bosco and Members of the California Coastal Conservancy: 
 
I write in support of the Port of San Diego’s proposal to revitalize the commercial fishing facilities at 
Driscoll’s Wharf on San Diego Bay.  The project will preserve the economic viability of commercial 
fisheries in our region at a critical time for the industry.  The development and improvement of 
facilities that support the operation and other needs of the commercial fishermen will ensure 
continued environmental stewardship and provide commercial benefit to the region. 
 
The formation of the Fishermen’s Core Committee, and the efforts made by the Committee to 
revitalize the commercial fishing industry and expand the use of our urban waterfront, are examples 
of community and local government partners coming together to meet the needs of the local 
commercial fishing industry. 

The redevelopment of Driscoll’s commercial fishing complex and enhancement of Tuna Harbor’s 
commercial fishing facilities will improve operational function, safety, and security and provide 
environmental enhancements at both locations.  Increased public access, including a promenade 
connecting to adjacent leaseholds has been accomplished as part of the revitalization of Driscoll’s 
Wharf.   

I am pleased to support the next steps in implementing the comprehensive Commercial Fisheries 
Revitalization Plan and urge your favorable consideration this grant request. 

Sincerely, 
 

 
CHRISTINE KEHOE 
Senator, 39th District 
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AUGUST  FELANDO 
     Attorney at Law 
 Proctor In Admiralty 
 

870 San Antonio Place 
San Diego, California  92106 

Telephone:  619‐223‐7654 
E‐Mail:  augustfelando@aol.com 

 
July 22, 2011 
 
Mr. Douglas Bosco 
California Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612 
 
Re:   Support of the Grant Proposal Submitted by the Port of San Diego to the 
California Coastal Conservancy for the Restoration of the Commercial Fishing 
Offloading Facility at Driscoll’s Wharf 
 
Dear Mr. Bosco, 
 
During December 2010, I publicly urged and supported the approval by the Port 
of San Diego’s Board of Port Commissioners to implement a well‐documented 
Commercial Fisheries Revitalization Plan (“Plan”).    
 
Part of this Plan deals with the redevelopment of a commercial fishing complex 
known as Driscoll’s Wharf.   This facility is located near the entrance to the Port 
of San Diego, and for that reason it is extremely important to those small craft 
commercial fishermen who fish for sea urchins, spiny lobster, prawns, crabs, and 
other nearshore fisheries.   The Plan for Driscoll’s Wharf includes the 
improvement of storage and net‐working areas, and most importantly the 
replacement of an old and inadequate unloading dock.   The Plan for Tuna 
Harbor includes investments that will improve this facility’s security, safety, and 
fish handling needs.   Most of the large vessels located at Tuna Harbor are 
engaged in the fishing for migratory species such as Swordfish, Shark, Sardines, 
Tuna, and Squid.   Fortunately, an efficient unloading dock facility operated by a 
Fish Wholesaler Lessee, is available for these vessels at Tuna Harbor 
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The Plan proposes actions for increased public access at both Tuna Harbor and 
Driscoll’s Wharf.  This is done by creating promenades for public visitors that are 
designed to encourage interaction with commercial fishermen.  In addition, the 
Plan recognizes environmental concerns and needs by proposing measures to be 
implemented at both locations. 
 
The Port of San Diego’s grant proposal to implement the Plan needs additional 
financial support.  Citizens who consume marine fish products and those who 
are engaged in the commercial fisheries of San Diego Region need the actions 
proposed by the Plan.   These are the principal reasons why the California 
Coastal Conservancy should accept the grant proposal of the Port of San Diego. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
 
August Felando 
 
cc:  Ms. Deborah Ruddock 
       Mr. Kelly Falk, Port of San Diego 
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Catalina Offshore Products, Inc.
5202 Lovelock Street
San Diego, California 921fi
http ://www.catalinaop. com

luly 2L,201L

Mr. Douglas Bosco
California Coastal Conservancy
L330 Broadway, 13tr Floor
Oakland, CA 946L2

RE: Support of Port of San Diego's Grant Proposal to the CA Coastal Conservanry,
Renovation of Commercial Fishing Offloading Facility at Driscoll's Wharf

Dear Mr. Bosco:

We are writing to express our strong support for the Port of San Diego's proposal to implement the
revitalization of the commercial fishing facilities located on San Diego Bay. The proposal seeks
financial support to preserve and encourage the economic viability of commercial fisheries in our
region by developing and improving facilities that will support operational and other needs of the
commercial fishermen in a manner that provides environmental stewardship and commercial benefit
to the region. Caalina Offshore is one of the major buyers at Driscoll wharf and hope to continue
offloading local seafood at Driscoll's

The previous formation of the Fishermen's Core Committee, and the initial steps it has taken
toward revitalizing the commercial fishing industry and use of our urban waterfront, is an
outstanding example of community and local government partners coming togetler to meet
the needs of our commercial fishermen. The redevelopment of Driscoll's commercial fishing
complex and enhancement of Tuna Harbor's commercial fishing facilities will improve
operational function, safety, and security and provide environmental enhancements at both
locations. lncreased public access, including a promenade connecting to adiacent leaseholds
has been accomplished as part of the Driscoll's Wharf revitalization. We are pleased to
support taking the next steps in the implementation of the comprehensive Commercial
Fisheries Revitalization Plan that was approved by the Port of San Diego's Board of Port
Commissioners in December, and look forward to the accomplishment of the first phase
improvements.

We are confident you will share our support and enthusiasm for this important proposal and the
organizations and activities it represents.

rui''0J"
Dave Rudie
President
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STATE  OF  CALIFORNIA – THE NATURAL  RESOURCES  AGENCY  ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER,  Governor 

CALIFORNIA  COASTAL  COMMISSION 
SAN DIEGO AREA 

7575 METROPOLITAN DRIVE, SUITE 103 

SAN  DIEGO,  CA    92108-4421   

(619)  767-2370 
 

      August 23, 2011 
 
 
Mr. Douglas Bosco 
California Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 
Oakland, CA  94612 
 
RE:   Support of Port of San Diego’s Grant Proposal to the CA Coastal Conservancy, 
 Renovation of Commercial Fishing Offloading Facility at Driscoll’s Wharf  
 
Dear Mr. Bosco: 
 
Commission staff understands that the Port of San Diego has applied for grant money 
from the Coastal Conservancy to begin the first phase of implementation of the Port’s 
Commercial Fisheries Revitalization and Coastal Public Access Plan for Driscoll’s Wharf 
and Tuna Harbor.  The first phase projects include the following: 
 

• Upgrading the Seafood Offloading Pier 
 

• Ice Machine 
 

• Live Seafood Holding Tanks 
 

• New Public Interpretive Signage illustrating common species of fish caught, 
sustainable practices of the local Commercial Fishing fleet and of the project. 

 
Section 30708(c) of the Coastal Act gives the highest priority to the use of existing land 
space within harbors for port purposes, such as navigational facilities, shipping industries, 
necessary support and access facilities, including the fishing industry.  Commission staff are 
very supportive of efforts to improve the viability and capability of San Diego’s commercial 
fishing industry, particularly if done in conjunction with the goal of sustainability and 
improvements to public access.  The Port’s grant request appears to be an important step in 
achieving these Coastal Act goals. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
      Diana Lilly 
      Coastal Planner 
cc: Deborah Lee 
 Kelly Falk 
 
 
(Z:\San Diego\DIANA\PORT\Support letter Driscoll's Wharf III.doc) 
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August 12, 2011 

 

 

Mr. Douglas Bosco 

California Coastal Conservancy 

1330 Broadway, 13
th

 Floor 

Oakland, CA  94612 

 

RE:  Port of San Diego’s Grant Proposal to the California Coastal Conservancy 

 

Dear Mr. Bosco: 

 

I am writing on behalf of the San Diego Fishermen’s Working Group (SDFWG) a 501(c)(3) to 

express our strong support for the Unified Port of San Diego’s (Port) proposal to implement the 

revitalization of the commercial fishing facilities located on the San Diego Bay.   

 

Ecotrust (www.ecotrust.org) is the co-organizer of a nationwide Community Fisheries Network, 

of which the SDFWG is an active member.  The network is a collaborative process which seeks 

to accelerate the very same goals contained in the proposal: - to preserve and encourage the 

economic viability of commercial fisheries in all regions by developing and improving facilities 

that support the operational and business needs of the commercial fishermen. 

 

Infrastructure is a key bottleneck in the process of reconnecting local fisheries with local 

consumers while strengthening sustainable fishery practices, revenues to fishermen, and thus the 

maintenance of San Diego’s commercial fishing culture. Ecotrust has helped the SDFWG 

analyze and develop their strategic approach as an organization. An integral part of improving 

the infrastructure is building the capacity in the fishing fleet through the non-profit SDFWG to 

manage these assets for the benefit of fishermen and the community. 

 

We are supporting the San Francisco Community Fisheries Association in a similar project 

funded by the Coastal Conservancy for sustainable fisheries. The SFCFA now runs the ice dock 

at Pier 45 in an agreement with the Port of San Francisco.  

 

We strongly support the Coastal Conservancy’s consideration of this grant and would hope to 

develop some synergies between these projects should the San Diego proposal be funded.  

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
 

Edward H. Backus 

Vice President, Community Ecosystem Services 

Ecotrust 
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